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wherein, by the permission of God, they prevailed, and put
their sovereign to death, like a common criminal, in the face
of the world.

Therefore, those who seem to think they cannot other-
wise justify the late Revolution, and the change of the
succession, than by lessening the guilt of the Puritans, do
certainly put the greatest affront imaginable upon the present
powers, by supposing any relation, or resemblance, between
that rebellion and the late Revolution; and, consequently,
that the present establishment is to be defended by the
same arguments which those usurpers made use of, who, to
obtain their tyranny, trampled under foot all the laws of both
God and man.

One great design of my discourse was to give you warning
against running into either extreme of two bad opinions,
with relation to obedience. As kings are called gods upon
earth, so some would allow them an equal power with God,
over all laws and ordinances; and that the liberty, and pro-
perty, and life, and religion of the subject, depended wholly
upon the breath of the prince; which, however, I hope was
never meant by those who pleaded for passive obedience.
And this opinion hath not been confined to that party which
was first charged with it, but hath sometimes gone over to
the other, to serve many an evil turn of interest or ambition,
who have been as ready to enlarge prerogative, where they
could find their own account, as the highest maintainers of it.

On the other side, some look upon kings as answerable
for every mistake or omission in government, and bound
to comply with the most unreasonable demands of an un-
quiet faction * which was the case of those who persecuted
the blessed Martyr of this day from his throne to the scaffold.

Between these two extremes, it is easy, from what hath been
said, to choose a middle; to be good and loyal subjects, yet,
according to your power, faithful assertors of your religion
and liberties; to avoid all broachers and preachers of new-
fangled doctrines in the Church; to be strict observers of
the laws, which cannot be justly taken from you without
your own consent: In short, "to obey God and the King,
and meddle.not with those who are given to change."

Which that you may all do, &c.